
Statement 12th February 2008 

“Hearing in the European Parliament on Sexual and Reproductive Health 
& Rights of young people: a need for comprehensive sexuality

Education in the South”

We are the voices of today and the future, young people from all over Europe 
and 

diverse voices from the South.

We are assembled here today for this  “Hearing in the European Parliament 
on Sexual and Reproductive Health & Rights of young people:  a need for  
comprehensive sexuality education in the South on the 12 February 2008. 
We are passionate voices, strong voices, empowered voices and take this 
chance  to  speak  up!  We  represent  different  beliefs,  lifestyles  and  social 
backgrounds.  We come from organizations  that  fight  for  the  realization  of 
sexual and reproductive health and rights for all young people and their right 
to stand up for it. We stand before you supported by a strong civil  society 
movement  that  shares  this  fight  with  us  every  day.  In  addition  we  find 
ourselves amongst decision and policy makers that share our interest and are 
open to our ideas and respect our right to participate! We share the same 
concerns and want to realize positive change and make sure the promises 
made by all  governments in all  the national and international commitments 
become reality.

We are concerned because:

• an estimated 82 million girls in the Global South who are now aged 10 
to 17 will be married before their 18th birthday

• Some 14 million women and girls between ages 15 and 19 give birth 
each year.  For both physiological and social reasons, girls under 18 
are twice as likely to die in childbirth as those in their twenties. 

• Almost half of all new HIV infections occur among young people. Most 
infections are acquired through unprotected sexual intercourse. Many 
of these new infections occur because young people don’t have the 
knowledge or skills to protect themselves.
• In  2007,  85  member  countries  of  the  UN  still  criminalize 
consensual  same  sex  acts  among  adults.  In  8  countries  the  death 
penalty  is  even  considered  by  law  as  a  possible  punishment  for 
homosexuality.  In  addition  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual,  Transgender, 
Questioning (LGBTQ) young people face stigma and discrimination on 
a daily basis.
• The  economic  and  social  burden  of  not  investing  in 
comprehensive sexual education leads to loss of billions of Euros every 
year. 1

1 Chesson H. W., Blandford J. M., Gift T. L., Tao G. and Irwin K. L., The Estimated 
Direct Medical Cost of Sexually Transmitted Diseases Among American Youth, 2000. 
Guttmacher Institute Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health. Volume 36, 
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We are even more concerned because:

…. what is happening is an injustice as it can be prevented. 
These facts show that many young people are disproportionately affected by 
SRHR issues especially in the Global South. Limited access to reproductive 
health  services,  information  and  education,  gender  inequality,  and 
discrimination against the girl child contribute to the vicious cycle of poverty 
and prevent the MDGs being met by 2015.

We therefore ask you to consider:

….  young  people  have  specific  needs  in  relation  to  their  sexual  and 
reproductive  lives.  Many are  struggling  with  decisions  and  lack  autonomy 
regarding sex & relations, the use of contraception, marriage and the spacing 
of children. These are decisions that will influence them for the rest of their 
lives. They are disempowered and need information and access to services to 
enable them to make informed decisions about themselves and their lives.

An effective tool to address these issues is raising awareness and providing 
information to young people through comprehensive sexuality education. It 
is a key tool for providing skills, knowledge and empowerment in the area of 
sex, sexuality and relationships for any young person, also challenging the 
prevailing gender stereotypes. 

A comprehensive sexuality education program includes information as well as 
an opportunity to explore attitudes and develop skills in such areas as human 
development, relationships, personal skills, sexual behaviour, sexual health, 
and society and culture.  Comprehensive sexuality education enables choice 
and  promotes  safe,  consensual  sexual  behavior  including  overcoming 
discrimination  against  young  people  marginalized  due  to  their  sexual 
orientation or HIV status.

We ask furthermore:

…  make comprehensive sexuality education part of development policy on 
SRHR. This is essential to help realize a good sexual and reproductive health 
situation among young people in developing countries. Specifically when the 
education  is  connected  to  youth-friendly  and  confidential  sexual  and 
reproductive health services. 

Number 1, January/February 2004. 
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And acknowledge the right of young people to participate and let them: 

…contribute to the content of policies, programs and projects that affect them 
as outlined in the ICPD Programme of Action. It is essential to involve young 
people  in  the  process  of  development,  planning  and  implementation  of 
programs in order to create effective responses that meet the needs of young 
people.

To  increase  youth  participation  as  a  strategy  for  the  development  of 
comprehensive sexuality education programs there are several challenges to 
overcome.  We  need  policy  makers  to  act  on  their  commitments.  Young 
people  need  to  be  trained  and  supported  to  strengthen  participation  in 
decision making on policies & programme that affect their lives. 

We also need to understand that building an effective youth-adult partnership 
takes time and needs investment of resources - financial as well as personal.

What the European Union must do

The European Union is the worlds’ largest donor of development aid. It plays 
a  key  role  in  poverty  reduction  activities  and  helps  setting  the  global 
development  agenda.  The  EU  must  take  a  leading  role  in  ensuring  the 
following goals are met in relation to youth, sexual and reproductive health 
rights and comprehensive sexuality education:

INVOLVE
• Ensure  meaningful  participation  of  young  people  in  decision  making 

processes by realizing a youth consultancy mechanism for input towards 
Committees of  MEPs working on development issues and discuss with 
them how policies can be designed and implemented. 

• Invite  young  people  in  the  Global  South  to  the  table  when  Country 
Strategy Papers are developed and priorities are set and to be included as 
official delegates to United Nations Summits.

SUPPORT
• We call  for  a  scaled-up response by  the  European  Union  to  invest  in 

young  people’s  sexual  and  reproductive  health.  The  commitment  of 
spending  20%  on  basic  secondary  education  and  basic  health  in  the 
geographic programs should extend to the thematic programs within the 
European Unions official development assistance and should include the 
necessary budget allocations for comprehensive sexuality education.

• We call for financial support for training of youth advocates2 by creating 
youth  friendly  funding  streams  geared  towards  development.  Young 
people need training to have the confidence and skills to speak up, but 
also know what their rights are and what they can ask for. 

2 Young people nvolved should be representative of all sect ons of society includ ng minority andı ı ı  
marginalised groups
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COMMIT
We call for commitment and necessary actions to achieve the agreed global 

development targets, particularly stated in the Cairo Programme of Action 
and the Millennium Development Goals.

Through committed  and active  partnership  we will deliver  together  a 
sustainable response to address the challenges that young people face 
and enable them – now and in the future - to fully enjoy and realize their 
health, sexual pleasure, well-being and human rights. 

This Statement is signed by:

Kathalijne Buitenweg, MEP
Lissy Groener, MEP
Michael Cashman, MEP
IPPF European Network
YouAct, European Youth Network on Sexual and Reproductive Rights
YSAFE – Youth Sexual Awareness for Europe Network
Y-PEER
World Population Foundation
DSW
International Women’s Health Coalition
Youth Coalition
International Planned Parenthood Federation - European Network
Network of Asia Pacific Youth
RFSU - Swedish Association for Sexual Education
Women's Rights Center - Poland
Astra Youth Group – Poland
Sex Education Forum UK
France Family Planning Movement
UK Youth Parliament
Red INTERQUORUM - Peru
Lithuanian Family planning and sexual health association
Spanish Interest Group on Population Development and Reproductive Health
Forward UK
Nao Te Prives – Grupo De Defesa Dos Direitos Sexuals
Youth Club – Stip – Macedonia
Zaedno, Communication Support and Development Foundation
Living Positively Project - Youth Aids Coalition
AIDOS - Italian Association of Women for Development
CHOICE for Youth and Sexuality

And:

Fatma Hacioglu (Chair), YouAct
Joana Almeida, YouAct
Renata Daunoraviciute, YouAct
Franzi Sperling, YouAct
Ruta Dukstaite, YouAct
Marije Nederveen, YouAct
He-Jin Kim, YouAct
Mari-Claire Price, YouAct/Forward UK
Safar Isaev, Y-Safe
Bilal, Aureng Zeb, Youth Advocacy Network
Katie Chalcraft, Students Partnership Worldwide
Kim Hawkins, Students Partnership Worldwide
Rosemary Zulu, Students Partnership Worldwide
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Linda Amira Mekibes, RFSU
Annelies Mesman, CHOICE
Sarah Trichet-Allaire, Equilibre & Population/Young Decision Maker
Nabil Chemli, Y-PEER
Aisa Kosic, Y-PEER
Endrit Shabani, YPEER
Nagan Sumakulyev, Y-PEER
Provig Hakimagaule, Y-PEER
Mirja Leibnitz, EuroNGOs
Natalia Lui, AIDOS/Action for Global Health Italy
Dr Jacqueline G.A.A. Lampe,(Director), AMREF
Cristina Marich (General Secretary), International Foundaton for Population and Development
Momo Yves Ngapho, Cyprus Family Planning Association
Dr. Tuzer Tunga, UNFPA Turkey
Adriana Zumaran, SIG
Aleksandra Vuckovska, HERA
Mascha Matthews (EU Liaison Officer), DSW
Vladimir Poshatylyuk, Y-Safe 
Saltanak Salieva, Y-Safe 
Luize Ratnieze, Y-Safe 
Daniel Kalajdzieski, Y-Safe
Arian Iurii, Y-Safe
Laura Meems, Y-Safe
Renske Lenaars, Y-Safe
Jacek Jakubczak, Y-Safe
Dulce Neves, Y-Safe
Henrieta Hajtova, Y-Safe
Esther Albarran Gonzalez, Y-Safe
Simon Sundstrom, Y-Safe
Sabrina Caroline Roduit, Y-Safe
Said-Ato Lootfullo, Y-Safe
Didem Kacar, Y-Safe
Envald Sekoj, Y-Safe
Roza Hakobyan, Y-Safe
Elmir Lrdzevic, Y-Safe
Constantina Panayi, Y-Safe
Hajnalka Sereg, Y-Safe
Gabriela Hristova, Y-Safe
Katrine Paysen, Y-Safe
Katariia Kohonen, Y-Safe
Yan Sandler, Y-Safe
Ruth Ennis, Y-Safe/YouAct
Irina Druta, Y-PEER/Y-Safe
Didem Kacar, Y-Safe
Safar Isaev, Y-Safe 
Dita Amolina, Y-Safe 
Lene Stavngaard, IPPF/YouAct 
Vicky Claeys, (Regional Director), IPPF European Network
Liz Bennour, IPPF European Network
Lena Luyckfasseel, IPPF European Network
Ada Dortch, IPPF European Network
Soizick Martin, IPPF European Network
Eef Wuyts, IPPF European Network
Jola Skubiszewska, IPPF European Network
Aggeliki Andreou, University of Cyprus. 
Kamilla Pfeffer
Boris Gilca (Programme Coordinator), UNFPA CO Moldova
Upike de Silva (Program Officer), IPPF
Enma Vilchez Buitrom, Salud Sin Limites - Peru
Clauida Lema (Executive Director), Salud Sin Limites - Peru
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Claudia Montalvo Sanchez, Comunicadora Social - Peru
Jerry Clewett (Deputy Director), Health Unlimited, UK
Rose Lauren R. Mariano, Philippines
Laura Vargalyte, Youth Centre - Lithuania
Agustas Cicelis (Board Member), Tolerant Youth Association – Lithuania
Gyula Simonyi (President), BOCs Foundation
Innocent Dilbar  Ferozer (Director of Training), Ministry of Population Welfare – Govt. of 
Pakistan
Renate Baehr (Vice-Director), DSW
Sanja, Cesar, CESI – Zagreb
Baronesse Joyce Gould - UK
Marianne Haslegrave, Commenwealth Medical Trust
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